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seem at first impossible, and that even easy things appear
impracticable to the unskilled and unknowing.

The principles and grounds for concluding that there
may be such an art possible as alchemy we shall sum up as
follows. Firstly, it is assumed that every metal consists of
mercury as a common versatile and flexible base, from which
all metals spring, and into which they may be ultimately
reduced by art. Secondly, the species of metals, and their
specific and essential forms, are not subject to transmuta-
tion, but only the individuals; in other words, what is
general is abstract and invisible, what is particular is con-
crete and visible, and therefore can be acted upon. Thirdly,
all metals differ, not in their common nature and matter,
but in their degree of perfection or purity towards that
invisible "light" within everything, or celestial "glory"
or base for objects, which has "matter" as its mask.
Fourthly, Art surmounteth and transcendeth Nature \ for
Art, directed upon Nature, may in a short while perfect
that which Nature by itself is a thousand years in accom-
plishing. Fifthly, God hath created every metal of its own
kind, and hath fixed in them a principle of growth, especi-
ally in the perfect metal gold, which is the master of the
material, and which in itself has magnetic seed, or .magic
light, an unseen and heavenly power, unknown in this
world, but which can by art be evoked, be made to inspire
and multiply and take in all matter.

It is said of the alchemical philosophers, that no sooner
did they attain this precious "Stone" or "Power," than the
very knowledge of it, in the magic surprise at its existence,
delighted them more than aught that the world could give.
They made greater use of it in its supernatural effects upon
the human body than in turning it upon the base matter,
to make " gold " of this latter which they treated with con-
tempt. And in answer to those who would ask what was
the reason that those supposed greatest of all philosophers
did not render themselves and their friends rich by a pro-
cess so speedy and thorough, it was rejoined, that they
wanted not, that they were satisfied in the possession of the